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They adhered firmly to the House-Maklakoff formula of
November 30. " There is no disagreement among us ",
M. Pichon told the Chamber of Deputies on December 31;
" Russia may treat for a separate peace with our enemies
or not. In either case, for us the war continues. An ally
has failed us ... but another ally has come from the other
end of the world." " If the present rulers of Russia take
action which is independent of their Allies/' Mr. Lloyd
George informed an audience of British labour leaders a
few days later, " we have no means of intervening to avert
the catastrophe which is assuredly befalling their country.
Russia can only be saved by her own people." But at the
same time he took the opportunity offered by the German
attitude to outline a programme of war aims on behalf of
the Allies, which, while embracing the Soviet formula of
self-determination and no forcible annexation^ or indem-
nities, was so phrased as to prove that the Central Powers,
and not the Entente, were wrecking a peace of under-
standing. While refusing to be drawn himself into negotia-
tions with the Bolsheviks, Mr. Lloyd George astutely
capitalized the hypocrisy of German diplomacy at Brest.

It was made abundantly clear to the Soviet leaders in
Petrograd that no hope could be entertained of the negotia-
tion of a general peace, and, more disturbing still, that
the world "proletarian revolution", which, in the first
blush of their own success, they had fondly imagined to
be but " around the corner ", was in reality very far from
being ripe for eruption. The workers of Europe, whom even
Lenin, the genius of revolution, had trusted to rally im-
mediately to the standard of a general democratic peace,
failed completely to fulfil the role expected of them, and
continued to give their support to the " imperialist-
bourgeois " Governments.

The Bolsheviks, with their infinite capacity for believing
in what they thought they ought to believe, treated it as
only an error in schedule. They implicitly believed in a